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TOWNSVILLE, Today: Police have ruled out 
the possibility that an unidentified fiying object 
seen over north Queensland skies last night may 
have been distress !lares. . · 

A Townsville police spokesman said no boats 
Were- _!n t!\~ ~r~~ -WhP_!'P thP TJF0 U11)R ~il _ 

Police are still puzzled by widespread reports 
ot the fl ery object seen plummeting to earth 
about 7.20pm. . 

The object was ~en as far north ·as Yarrabah, 
1676 kms north ot. Brisbane and south to Mflc-
kS¥, 964kms north o! Brisbane. · · ~· 

All reports, Jncludlng one ·:from a Townsville 
pol~ceman and another 1rom a commercial air­
line pilot near Palm Island ol.t. . the coast. were 
simJlar 1n description. . 

One o! the most vivid descriptions came from 
PhJlllp Lawranze (16), who said he was .sitting 
on the boot ot a car at Mackay when, be ~w 
the object. ;. . . ' 

He said: ''I saw this big sllv<>r ball coming 
down. lt had a red, green and yellow fire behind 
lt." 
· Poltce believe the object may ·have ~n apace 
debris. 


